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Congressional Inquiries:

Sen. Claire McCaskill (Mo.) – Letter – 2/23/12:  Constituent concerns about EPA’s preliminary 
assessment of property owned by RNC Enterprises.  Contact:  LaTonya Sanders, 7555 (open)

Rep. Todd Akin (Mo.) – Letter – 2/7/12: Concerns about soil test data and analysis conducted on 
Strecker Forest Development property in the city of Wildwood.  Contact:  LaTonya Sanders, 7555 (open)

Sen. Ben Nelson (Neb.):  Meeting 2/3/12:  Requesting that EPA attend a meeting with the Norfolk and/or 
Laurel Chamber of Commerce.  Contact:  Sarah Hatch, 7199 (open)

Sen. Tom Harkin (Iowa): Letter – 2/23/12: Constituent concern regarding his annual pesticide 
registration maintenance fees.  Contact:  Sarah Hatch, 7199 (open)

State Government Inquiries:

State Senator (Kan.) – Email – 2/27/12:  Questions on the RICE Rule on behalf of a city council in his 
District.  Contact:  Sarah Hatch, 7199 (closed)

Press Inquiries:

Kansas City Star – Mike McGraw – 2/16/12: Questions about civil enforcement actions involving large 
concentrated animal feeding operations. Contact: Chris Whitley, 7394 (open)

St. Louis Post-Dispatch – Jeff Tomich – 2/28/12: Questions about West Lake Landfill. Contact: Chris 
Whitley, 7394 (closed)

Environmental Stories:

Kansas City Star - Roy Blunt: On energy, Obama is out of touch - 2/28/12 - If President Obama really 
wants to support an “all-of-the-above” energy strategy, he should stop blocking and delaying domestic 
energy production and enable all sources of energy we have here in the United States — starting with the 
Keystone XL Pipeline. 
http://www.kansascity.com/2012/02/28/3457514/as-i-see-it-on-energy-obama-is.html 

Omaha World-Herald - Water worries? Not in the Bluffs - 2/28/12 - Although some parts of eastern 
Iowa are being warned they may not have enough water to meet future demand from industry and urban 
growth, that is not the case in Council Bluffs. 
http://www.omaha.com/article/20120228/NEWS01/702289934 

Kansas City Business Journal - Flooding contributes to watered-down earnings for Great Plains 
Energy - 2/27/12 - Moderate temperatures and last summer’s flooding combined with other factors to 
lower Great Plains Energy Inc. earnings in 2011, the company said Monday. 
http://www.bizjournals.com/kansascity/news/2012/02/27/flooding-contributes-to-watered-down.html 



WOWT Ch. 6 Omaha - Iowa May Not Have Enough Water To Meet Future Need - 2/27/12 - Iowa's 
underground water supplies may fall short of meeting future demands by industry and urban sprawl. 
http://www.wowt.com/news/headlines/Iowa_May_Not_Have_Enough_Water_To_Meet_Future_Need_14
0552803.html 

WHBF-TV Ch. 4 Quad Cities - Talking cleanup at Chemplex in Clinton - 2/27/12 - Concerned citizens 
can chime in on the plan to clean up the Chemplex site in Clinton at a public input meeting Monday night.  
The facility was built in 1967 and past waste disposal practices allowed the soil and ground water to 
become contaminated. http://www.whbf.com/story/17029087/talking-cleanup-at-chemplex-in-clinton 

KWQC-TV Ch. 5 Quad Cities - EPA Discusses Contaminated Clinton Co. Site - 2/27/12 - A system 
used to treat contaminated water in Clinton County since 1994 is not working and the EPA is gathering 
input on a new way to clean the water.  
http://www.kwqc.com/story/17031570/epa-discusses-contaminated-clinton-co-site 

Quad Cities Daily Journal - Bettendorf CSD joins list of EPA ENERGY STAR Leaders – 2/27/12 - 
The Bettendorf Community School District was recently recognized for being a member of EPA's list of 
ENERGY STAR Leaders, contributing to 20% energy efficiency improvement goal. 
http://qconline.com/archives/qco/display.php?id=583046 

KIMT Ch. 3 Mason City, Iowa - Improving School Buses for Local Students - 2/27/12 - Anyone who's 
ridden a school bus knows the distinct smell the exhaust gives off. And it's not healthy for the kids to be 
breathing in. The North Iowa Community School District is getting some help, so they can make their 
school buses safer for students.  
http://www.kimt.com/content/localnews/iowanews/story/Improving-School-Buses-for-Local-Students/tBF_
nhb8oEG3ZBADrfFv_g.cspx 

Sioux County Daily News, Iowa - Two Northwest Iowa Schools Receive BEEP Grants - 2/27/12 -  
Two northwest Iowa school districts are receiving money to help their bus fleets to reduce diesel 
emissions. http://www.siouxcountydailynews.com/?p=8215 

The Maneater, Columbia, Mo. - Blunt Introduces amendment to senate highway bill - 2/28/12 - A 
highway bill amendment introduced by Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo. would relax regulations on “boutique fuels” 
and study their impact on localities across the nation. 
http://www.themaneater.com/stories/2012/2/28/blunt-introduces-amendment-senate-highway-bill/ 

Kansas City Star - In southern Kansas, an energy trove awaits ... maybe - 2/28/12 - 
Is Kansas really sitting on a trove of oil and natural gas that can be economically recovered? Signs of an 
economic influx: Restaurants are busy, and housing in some areas is getting harder to find. The whiff of 
another oil and natural-gas boom is wafting around southern Kansas, but it’s too early to tell whether it 
will become a reality.
http://www.kansascity.com/2012/02/27/3456101/fracking-is-kansas-really-sitting.html 

Ozark First - Missouri Environmental Group Says Global Warming Caused Deadly Storms - 2/28/12 
- A Missouri-based environmental group, Environment Missouri,  says global warming is to blame for 
extreme weather across the country and especially in Missouri. 
http://ozarksfirst.com/fulltext?nxd_id=610302 

Omaha World-Herald - Levee breaches closed off - 2/28/12 - All five breaches in Missouri River levees 
protecting the Hamburg, Iowa, and Rockport, Mo., areas now are substantially complete. Col. Bob Ruch, 
commander of the Army Corps of Engineers' Omaha District, announced the milestone Tuesday during a 
meeting in Omaha of the agency's Missouri River Flood Task Force. 
http://www.omaha.com/article/20120228/NEWS01/702289888 

Drovers CattleNetwork - Kansas rancher takes realities of overregulation to Washington - 2/28/12 - 
Mark Knight, a cattleman and a grain farmer from Lyons, Kan., testified on behalf of the Kansas Livestock 



Association and the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association to express the realities of overregulation in 
rural America.
http://www.cattlenetwork.com/cattle-news/latest/Kansas-rancher-takes-realities-of-overregulation-to-Was
hington-140760533.html 

AgWeek - One step closer to E15 - 2/27/12 - Ethanol and farm groups praised an EPA decision on Feb. 
17 to approve a higher level ethanol blend known as E15, but the Environmental Working Group 
announced a campaign to discourage consumers from using it, and an Agriculture Department economist 
said he did not think it will win acceptance soon.  http://www.agweek.com/event/article/id/19587/ 

Convenience Store News - Retailers Won’t Sell E15 Without Liability Protection - 2/27/12 - Although 
EPA recently approved the required health effects and emissions testing of ethanol/gasoline blend E15, a 
number of barriers still must be overcome before petroleum retailers will sell the fuel for vehicles made 
2001 and later. 
http://www.csnews.com/top-story-retailers_won_acute_t_sell_e15_without_liability_protection-60559.html 

New York Times - TransCanada Renewing Request to Build Keystone Pipeline - 2/27/12 - 
TransCanada said Monday that it would reapply for a permit to build the Keystone XL pipeline from 
Canadian oil sands formations in Alberta to refineries on the Gulf of Mexico, assuring that the fiercely 
contested project will remain a source of political heat throughout the presidential campaign. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/28/science/earth/keystone-pipeline-permit-request-to-be-renewed.html 

Earth Techling - Cellulosic Ethanol Finds A Friend In Hot Water – 2/28/12 - EPA was originally 
counting on U.S. ethanol producers to mix 500 million gallons of cellulosic ethanol into the country’s 
gasoline supply in 2012. Ain’t happening—by a long shot. 
http://www.earthtechling.com/2012/02/cellulosic-ethanol-finds-a-friend-in-hot-water/ 

Brownfield Ag News - Protecting against contamination - 2/27/12 - One of the concerns faced by 
organic producers is cross-contamination from non-organic sources. Jim Riddle is Organic Agriculture 
Coordinator with the University of Minnesota; he says there are a number of precautions organic 
producers can take to protect themselves. 
http://brownfieldagnews.com/2012/02/27/protecting-against-contamination/ 

Brownfield Ag News - DuPont moves forward on cellulosic ethanol - 2/28/12 - The development of 
cellulosic ethanol has taken longer than many expected.  But an official of one cellulosic ethanol company 
says the industry is set for take-off. Steve Mirshak with DuPont Cellulosic Ethanol (DCE) says his 
company is moving full steam ahead with plans to build its first commercial-scale plant at Nevada, Iowa.  
http://brownfieldagnews.com/2012/02/28/dupont-moves-forward-on-cellulosic-ethanol/ 

Greenwire - State Senate tentatively OKs fracking waste proposal - 2/27/12 - In Kansas, the Senate 
gave a tentative OK to a proposal that would permit oil and gas drilling companies to spread the clay 
shavings from hydraulic fracturing operations over fields in the state. The Senate will hold a final vote on 
the legislation before it sends it to a House committee. 
http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/rss/2012/02/27/31 

Greenwire - Jackson talks regulation, funding before skeptical House panel hearing  - 2/28/12 - 
U.S. EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson returned today to Capitol Hill, where she is frequently met with 
skepticism if not downright hostility, to defend her agency's budget request for fiscal 2013. 
http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/rss/2012/02/28/6 

Greenwire - Agency reverses transfer policy but 'hiring freeze' remains - 2/28/12 - U.S. EPA has 
ended a policy that severely restricted internal transfers and promotions at the agency for the past six 
weeks, but a controversial new hiring restriction -- that union officials have described as a "de facto hiring 
freeze" -- remains in place. http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/rss/2012/02/28/16 



Greenwire - Judges sharply question critics of EPA's greenhouse gas rules - 2/28/12 - Challengers 
to U.S. EPA's greenhouse gas emissions rules faced stiff questioning from a panel of federal judges 
today on why the court should overturn the agency's determination that the gases pose a threat to human 
health. http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/rss/2012/02/28/1 

ClimateWire - Latest EPA greenhouse gas inventory shows a 4% rise - 2/28/12 - Total net emissions 
of greenhouse gases rose nearly 4 percent from 2009 to 2010, according to U.S. EPA's draft inventory of 
greenhouse gases from 1990 to 2010. http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/rss/2012/02/28/4 

The Hill - EPA chief vows ‘strong science’ on hydraulic fracturing - 2/28/12 - EPA Administrator Lisa 
Jackson is defending the rigor of the agency’s study of potential water contamination linked to the 
controversial natural-gas drilling method hydraulic fracturing. 
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/212929-epa-chief-vows-strong-science-on-hydraulic-fracturing 

E&E Daily - GAO highlights 51 duplicative programs - 2/28/12 - There are 14 grant and loan programs 
in the departments of Energy and Transportation and U.S. EPA aimed at curbing motor vehicles' diesel 
emissions. And there's another three tax provisions targeted at the same goal. 
http://www.eenews.net/EEDaily/rss/2012/02/28/9 

BusinessGreen - Obama angers green businesses with support for Keystone Plan B - 2/28/12 - 
President Barack Obama has angered green businesses and NGOs by throwing his weight behind a new 
plan that could see work start on the controversial KeystoneXL tar sands oil pipeline in the next few 
months, crushing hopes that the administration would permanently block the project. 
http://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news/2155616/obama-angers-green-businesses-support-keystone-pla
n-b 

BNA - EPA Proposal Would Maintain Thresholds in Tailoring Rule for Greenhouse Gas Permits - 
2/28/12 - The Environmental Protection Agency will not lower the existing thresholds in its tailoring rule 
for stationary emissions sources to obtain greenhouse gas permits. 
http://www.bna.com/epa-proposal-maintain-n12884908038/ 

BNA - EPA Determination on Greenhouse Gases Did Not Consider ‘Policy Consequences,' Court 
Told  - 2/28/12 - EPA failed to consider the policy consequences of its determination that greenhouse gas 
emissions from vehicles should be regulated under the Clean Air Act and whether its regulations would 
effectively address climate change, industry groups argued in federal court Feb. 28.  
http://news.bna.com/deln/lpages/lpages.adp?pg=breaking_news&bn_product=deln#urn:bna:a0d0w3z6h7 

BNA - Cost to Expand, Replace Infrastructure Projected at More Than $1.7 Trillion by 2050 - 
2/28/12 - Replacement and expansion costs for drinking water networks in the United States will total 
more than $1 trillion between 2011 and 2035 and will exceed $1.7 trillion by 2050, according to a report 
released Feb. 27 by the American Water Works Association. 
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=24753572&vname=dennotallissues&fn=247
53572&jd=a0d0w3v6t4&split=0 

BNA - More Public-Private Partnerships Seen As Way to Finance Water Infrastructure - 2/28/12 - 
Public-private partnerships may be the only way for cash-strapped municipalities and water utilities to 
afford critically needed infrastructure upgrades, several water law experts said at an American Bar 
Association conference. 
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=24753548&vname=dennotallissues&fn=247
53548&jd=a0d0w1b3n7&split=0 

BNA - Market Adoption of Biofuels Depends on Government, Industry Collaboration - 2/28/12 - 
Declining fossil fuel supply, rising demand, and political constraints around the world are underscoring 
the need to produce more domestic oil and alternatives to traditional transportation fuels. It will take 
collaboration between government and industry to promote the market adoption of biofuels, the authors 



contend. 
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=24753547&vname=dennotallissues&fn=247
53547&jd=a0d0j0g3k6&split=0 

Inside EPA - With Rules Pending, EPA Steps Up Promotion Of Voluntary Climate Efforts - 2/28/12 - 
As EPA's greenhouse gas (GHG) regulations face a series of crucial tests, the agency is also moving to 
ramp up and restructure its public support for "superior" voluntary efforts by corporations and others to 
reduce emissions and plan for climate change risks -- despite its decision to scrap the Bush-era Climate 
Leaders partnership program. 
http://insideepa.com/201202282391541/EPA-Daily-News/Daily-News/with-rules-pending-epa-steps-up-pr
omotion-of-voluntary-climate-efforts/menu-id-95.html 

Inside EPA - OMB Reviews NO2-SO2 NAAQS - 2/28/12 - EPA has sent for White House Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) review a final rule expected to retain separate secondary “welfare-
based” national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and sulfur dioxide 
(SO2) rather than a novel combined NAAQS. 
http://insideepa.com/201202282391559/EPA-Blog/The-Inside-Story/omb-reviews-no2-so2-naaqs/menu-i
d-97.html 

Inside EPA - EPA Seeks $11 Million Boost For 'Critical' Work To Bolster Chemical Safety - 2/28/12 - 
EPA's fiscal year 2013 budget includes an $11 million increase in funding for "critical work in enhancing 
safety" such as initiating new priority chemical risk assessments, which could help address the EPA 
Inspector General's (IG) findings that problems with the chemicals program are a major agency 
management challenge. 
http://insideepa.com/201202282391540/EPA-Daily-News/Daily-News/epa-seeks-11-million-boost-for-criti
cal-work-to-bolster-chemical-safety/menu-id-95.html 

Inside EPA - Industry Protests Obama Bid To Charge Fee For Energy Star Certification - 2/28/12 - 
Consumer product manufacturers are opposing a plan contained in President Obama's fiscal year 2013 
budget proposal to charge a fee to win Energy Star certification beginning in FY14.  
http://insideepa.com/201202282391539/EPA-Daily-News/Daily-News/industry-protests-obama-bid-to-cha
rge-fee-for-energy-star-certification/menu-id-95.html 

Press Releases:
Link to all R7 press releases: http://go.usa.gov/Qx5

None 

Fact Sheets:
Link to all R7 fact sheets: http://www.epa.gov/region7/factsheets

None 

Upcoming Administrator/RA Events:
* New additions noted with an asterisk

2/29-3/2/12 – 2012 Combined Federal Campaign Training, San Antonio, Texas.  Contacts: Mark Hague, 
7546, and Julia Cacho, 7071

3/6/12 - Smoke Management Series radio interview with Eric Atkinson, Kansas State University, Regional 
Office. Contact:  Kris Lancaster, 7557

3/14/12 – Environmental Protection in Indian Country (EPIC) Training, Regional Office. Contact:  
Wolfgang Brandner, 7381



3/15/12 – Women’s History Month event with Kay Barnes, Regional Office.  Contacts:  Cecilia Tapia, 
7733 and Amy Algoe-Eakin, 7942.

3/19/12 - National Tanks Conference & Expo, St. Louis, Mo. Contact:  Margaret Stockdale, 7936 and 
Julia Cacho, 7071

3/28/12 – Joint Annual Conference of the American Water Works Association and Missouri Water 
Environment Association, Osage Beach, Mo.  Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071, Karen Flournoy, 7782

3/30/12 – Kansas State University visit, Manhattan, Kan.  Contact:  Damon Frizell, 7560

4/24/12 – Washington University Environmental Policy Course, St. Louis, Mo.  Contact: Beckie Himes, 
7253, and Julia Cacho, 7071

5/3/12 – St. Louis Regional Chamber and Growth Association Energy and Environment Council Meeting, 
St. Louis, Mo.  Contacts: Becky Weber, 7487 and Julia Cacho, 7071

RA/Immediate Office

2/28 - 3/1/12 - Attend Upper Mississippi River Basin Association Meeting, Davenport, Iowa.   Contact:  
Josh Svaty, 7202

3/13/12 - Northeast Nebraska Stakeholders, West Point, Neb.  Contact: Josh Svaty, 7202

Other Events

AWMD

3/1/12 - Commission on Emergency Planning and Response Meeting, Topeka, Kan. Contact: Fatima 
Ndiaye, 7383.

3/9/12 – Redistribution of EPA Region 7 outreach materials to Education Network members, Regional 
Office. Contact:  Marcus Rivas, 7669.

3/27 – 29/12 – 2012 WORKS Conference (recycling, household hazardous waste, energy from Waste 
and composting), Dodge City, Kan.  Contact:  James Callier, 7646

3/28/12 - Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Outreach to the Eastern Kansas Oil and 
Gas Association, Ottawa, Kan. Contact: Alan Hancock, 7647.

3/28/12 - Eastern Kansas Oil and Gas Association, EPCRA outreach meeting, Ottawa, Kan.  Contact: 
Fatima Ndiaye, 7383.

4/3-5/12 - Kansas Local Emergency Planning Committee conference, Salina, Kan. Contact: Fatima 
Ndiaye, 7383.

4/26/12 - Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Outreach to Sunbelt Environmental, 
Springfield, Mo. Contact: Alan Hancock, 7647.

CNSL

2/29 - 3/2/12 - Advanced Civil Environmental Enforcement Seminar, Columbia, S.C. Contact: David 
Cozad, 7587

3/12-15/12 - FEM/TEM meeting, Denver, Colo. Contact: Alyse Stoy, 7826



ECO/EJ

3/12-16/12 - National Clean Water Act/ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Workshop, 
Denver, Colo.  Contact: Kris Goschen, 7027

3/15/12 - Impact of Asthma on Children's Education, St. Louis, Mo.  Contact:  Ina Square, 7357

3/21/12 - Oak Grove Neighborhood Meeting with Karl Books, Regional Office.  Contact:  Tamara 
Freeman, 7094

ENSV

None

PLMG

*3/5/12 - U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Rural Roundtable event, Ogden, Iowa.  
Contact: David Doyle, 7667

RA/OPA

2/29-3/1/12 – State Legislature, Jefferson City, Mo.  Contact:  Sarah Hatch, 7199

3/6/12 – Meeting with Iowa Department of Natural Resources.Legislative Liaison, Des Moines, Iowa.  
Contact:  Sarah Hatch, 7199

*3/6/12 – Congressional courtesy visit with staff of Rep. Tim Huelskamp, Salina, Kan.  Contact:  LaTonya 
Sanders, 7555

3/7/12 – Meetings with the offices of U.S. Senators Harkin and Grassley, and U.S. Representatives 
Boswell and Latham, Des Moines, Iowa.  Contact:  Sarah Hatch, 7199

*3/7/12 – Congressional courtesy visit with staff of Sen. Jerry Moran and Rep. Mike Pompeo, Wichita, 
Kan.  Contact:  LaTonya Sanders, 7555

3/8/12 – Attend Iowa Legislature Committee meetings, Des Moines, Iowa.  Contact:  Sarah Hatch, 7199

SUPR

3/1/12 - Kansas Commission on Emergency Planning and Response (CEPR) meeting, Topeka, Kan. 
Contact: Mary Peterson, 7882

*3/11-14/12 - Oversee construction at the St. Louis Ordnance Plant Superfund Site, St. Louis, Mo. 
Contact: Matthew Jefferson, 7520

3/13-14/12 - FEMA's Regional Interagency Steering Committee (RISC) meeting, Kansas City, Mo. 
Contact: Dave Williams, 7625

4/10-12/12 - Oil Program Manager's meeting, Washington, D.C. Contact: Scott Hayes, 7670

3/27-29/12 - OSC Readiness Training Board meeting, location TBD. Contact: Scott Hayes, 7670

4/17-19/12 - Region 7 Regional Response Team meeting, Kansas City, Mo. Contact: Janice Kroone, 
7005



5/1-3/12 - National Response Team/Regional Response Team Co-Chairs meeting, location TBD, 
Contact: Janice Kroone, 7005

WWPD

2/28-29/12 - Kansas Water Conference, Wichita, Kan.  Contact:  Kurt Hildebrandt, 7413, David Garrett, 
7159

3/1/12 - Kansas Rural Water Association workplan meeting, Manhattan, Kan.  Contact:  Stephanie 
Lindberg, 7423

3/5-7/12 - 2012 Iowa Water Conference, Ames, Iowa.  Contacts:  Steve Kovac, 7698, John Reyna, 7021

3/12-15/12 - Joint Water Quality Standards Meeting, Washington, D.C.  Contacts: John DeLashmit, 7821, 
Ann Lavaty, 7370

3/26-29/12 - 2012 Kansas Rural Water Association Conference & Exposition, Wichita, Kan.  Contact: 
Doug Brune, 7178

4/16-20/12 - National TMDL/303(d) Coordinators Meeting, San Francisco, Calif.  Contacts: Tabatha 
Adkins, 7128, Bruce Perkins, 7067

Hattie L. Thomas
Deputy Director
Office of Public Affairs
EPA Region 7
901 N. Fifth Street
Kansas City, KS 66101
Ph:  913-551-7762, Fax:  913-551-7066


